Edmonton’s Summer

Solstice Festival

Chamber Music for All Tastes

dmanton is the most northerly city in
Eh&r:rlh America with a population over a
million. and these million people endure

some of the harshest winter weather on the
conhment. 5o cwhen the shaet sunumer seisan
arrives, Edmontonians revel in festivals that
recognice the resurmection of the human sgiri

Im lage June alone, there s a claster of
apera, visual arts. jaee. and improvisational
theater festivals: bun until four vears ago, clas-
sical music fans felt deprved, Dnlversity of
Alberta plann professor Paincia Tan, a mem-
ber of the Edmaonton Chamber Music Socien
board, which brings renowned musicians 1o
thi city during the cold, dark winters, fillied the
classical music void with a three-day Sumener
Solstice Festival in 2008, This year’'s festival,
lune 2d-26, included some of Canada’s most
distinguizhed musicians, sevieral of whom wan
lmwns (Canada’s Grammysl n April .

Canacian ex-par Lara 5t John, now mun-
ming a thriving, eclectic violin carcer froam Sow
York, including her own recond Label. was this
vear's festival heawdlinees, 51 John's affinity for
thic music of Romania and Hunggary made et
a matural for the fiest of three concerts with
gy psv-inspired themes. Sounding anything
but gypsy, the concert began with Havdn's
Trio in G, with its Gypsy Rondo, plaved by
Fan's Trio Voce, with cellist Marina Hoover
and violinist fasmine Lin. both of whom live in
Chicagoe. The Haydn choice was clever
becasse by the third movement a livde of an
ersaty Boama mood was established, opening
vigr all sorts of possibilities

Roman Borys, the Gephon Trio's cellise,
then jpined Edmonton peanist Michael Massey
for & slightly libored performance of Barok’s
Rhapsody Moo 1. Banok will never make sich a
musical challenge feel more like play than
work, but the result was professional azd the
comitral admirable. The Gryphon Trio’s vielin-
iat, Annales Patipatanakoon, and Tao then
performed Ravel's Fzigane, showing that
chamber music plavers are always happy o
fimdd a release for their inner solotst. Pati-
patanakoon delighted the audience of abour
M with the virmosic flair and byrical playviul-
ness Havel buth inte his display of gypsy Figd-
dling

Fallowing a polished periormance of
Bralvms's first five Muomgarsen Dasces in theds
original plann four-hands version, plaved by
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huskyand and wife Angela Cheng and Alvin
Chiowy, bash Oberfan prods, 5i Johin ok the
stige with Massey to play two sections of Mew
Vork composer Gene Pritsker’'s Russian
Cavendmmg S, one of them "Somg |, @ world pee-
miere St lohen, or whom Pritsker wiole the
suite, brought the necessary intensity and
abandon to the Slavie-inspired music. Her
pertormance of “Falling ', a jare-tinged, rhwth
mically erratic movement with just encugh
melody on top 1o keep ils Eastern Eurcpean
fnlk foundation in sight, set LI ey he
cvening's finale, a Michael Akinson transcrip
pan ol cimbalodmist Tonl Londache’s seincilat-
inghy theatrical Ca la Beaza. The notions of
chamber music covered by the program were
et il aquiine thnliing

Samirday’s program reflected two sides of
Frane Liszts musical personality, the betrer
krprem shramnan and the religious contempsda-
tive. In bevween the fery apening "Campanel
la’ from rhe Paganing Fiwdes and ithe Mephisio

Valte No, 2 0 Liset s arrangenment Ior jpana
four hands (Cheng and Chow). we heard
music that sopthed and saddencd. The string
guartet arrangement of Angefas with Paty
31.;|t.,||'|4|_k1_|:|r|, St Jobin i':n.rf.m., arvd loecad violizt
Charles Pilon, satisficd Tao's ambition to
bring an assonment of excellent players
together for some quickly prepaned chamber
musie. The cohesion of the imprompiu
eaiseir bl wns im]‘l:l'l_‘.‘-\l'l.‘l'

lenor Anthony Flyon opencd the second
half with Liszt's Three Petrarch Sonners. 5o
huge was Fiynn's sound that these love songs
wontld have found the beloved s ear if she hod
heEn sevieral villages away, His robust p:nl'rn .
o ansd wiarmn dmikere wene impressive but pot
subtle enough—he had vocal helt 1o spare.
Thousands of singers would kil thowgh, 4o bl
& rooin like Be can. (On Sunday in several
SRS trom Schubert’'s Seflvanengesang, b=
shivwed that hie can tone it down for smaller
elferis,)

For me Saturday's highlight was Bores and
lao in Liszi's Lugubre Gondola. All weekend
Barys demonstrated thar music should not
only sound e, but thar artisis should look
Tk they are moved by i, Lin too has a stvie
that draws the listener into her performancoes
withonut ostentation,

Sunday aftersodan’s program was U mest
cogventional: the Schuber, Arensky s Trio Mo
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L oand another demonstration of professicnal
spiomb with 51 lohn, Patipatanakoon, Piloan,
Borvs, and Cheng giving a vivid performance
af Schumann's Piano Quintet. While the fourth
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summer Solstice Festival ended with music
that appeals (o chamber music fans every-
wheere, the treats were the less Enown reper
taire., some af i written “just vestenday”
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