Edmonton’s Summer

Solstice Festival

Chamber Music for All Tastes

dmaonton is the most northerly city in
Morth America with a population over a
imdllion. and those million people endure
wome of the harshest winter weather an the
conbinent. S50 when the short sammer seison
arrives, Edmontonians revel in festivals that
recognize the resurrection of ihe hurman spdri
Iy late June aliane, here 1w 8 cluster ol
apery, visual ans. jaze and improvisatonal
theater festivals: but until four vears ago, clas
sical muosic fans felt deprived, University of
Alberta plann professor Patncia Tao, a mem
ber of the Edmonton Chamber Music Soc lety
board, which brings renowned masicians 1o
thie city during the cold, dark winers, filled the
classical mvusic vosid with & three-day Sumerser
Solstice Festival in 2008, This year's festival
lune 2426, inclided some of Canada's most

diz |||.F|,,|-L|'|r-|,! musicians, sevieral of whom v
luesas (Canada’s Grammys) in April

Canadian ex-pat Lara 51 lohn, now run
ning & thriving, eclectic violin career from Noew
Vork, including her own recond Label. was this
vear s Festival headliner, 50 Jobn's affinity for
thie music of Romania and Hungary made
a watural for the first of three concerns with
gy psv-inspired themes. Sounding anything
baat BEVPsY the concert began with Havdn's
Trio in G, with iis Giypsy Rondo, plaved by
Tao's Trio Voce, with cellist Marina Hoover
and violinist [Jasmine Lin, both ol sihom live in
Chicago. The Haydn choice was clever
becatse by the third movement a liole of an
alE |;||||'i|.'| mood was established. opening
i all sorts of passthilides

HRoman Borys, the Gephon Trio $ cellisg
then jpined Edmonton pianist Michael Massey
for a slightly lnbored performance of Barok's
Rhapsody MNo. 1. Barok will never make such a
musical challenge feel more like play than
work, bui the resuli was professional and the
comtrol admirable. The Gryphon Trio's violin
ial, Ann Patipatanakoon. and Tao then
per formed Ravel™s Tzigane, showing that
chamber music ployers are always happy o
find a release for thelr inner soloist. Pati-
patanakoon delighted the audience of abour
i with the virmosic flair and byrical playiul-
ness Havel buik into his display of gypsy Fid-
% | [T5EY]

Following a polished performance of
Brahms's first five Nungarian Dances in thelr
n|:|:|_||;|| plann Towr-hands version, plaved by
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huskrand and wife Angela Cheng and Alvin
Chow. both Oberdin profs. 5t lohn took the
stnge with Massey to play two sections of New
York composer Gene Pritsker's Russian
Erwmingg Secne, one of them "Somg . a workd pre-
miere. St John, [or whom Pritsker wrole the
suite. brought the necessary imtensity and
abandon o the Slavie-inspired music. Her
performance of “Falling . a are-tinged, rhwth
mically erratic movement with just enough
medody on top 0 keep its Eastern European
folk Ioundation in sight, set up nicely the
evening's finale, a Michasl Arkinson transcrip
tian of cimbalomist Tonl Lordache’s scincilllat-
ingly theatrical Ca fa Beaca. The notions of
chamber music covered by the program were
wasd arnd quiine thnliing

Saturday’s program reflecied fwo sides of
Frane Liset's musical personality, the better
ke shosemman and 1he religious contempla-
tive. In be the fery apaEning Cavmparee]
Ia" from rhe Paganini Fiudes and ithe Mephisio
Waltz Mo, 2 mn Liszt s arrangement [or pdandg
ur hanids (Cheng and Chow). we heard
151 that soothed and saddened. The string
riet arrangement of Anpefas with Poatl
i':.nr.|||i|h|..-r|_ St o .Eun|1_.x, arvd lowcal violist
Charles Pilon, satisfied Tao s ambition o
bring an assornment of excellent "1|.|'\. Ers
together for some quickly prepared « hamber
music. The cohesion of the imprompiu
erisemble wis impressive

Tenor Anthony Flynn opened the second
nalt winh Lsxt & Three Petrasch >onnels. So
hupe was Fiymn's soumd thad these love songs
would have found the beloved's car if she hnd
been several villages away, His robust rnlriH .
thon and warm dmbee wene impressive but ot
subtle enough—he had vocal heft 1o spare
[housands of singers would kill, thowgh, 1o Gl
a toom like he can. (On Sunday in several
songs from Schubert's Schianengesang, he
showed that b can tone it down for smaller
elfevis,)

For me Saturday’'s highlight was Borys and
lao in Liszi's Lugubre Gonadola. All weekond
Borys demonstrated thar music should nodt
anly sound fine. bt thar artisis should look
like they are moved By it Lin oo has a sitvle
ihai drows the Bstener into hir lh':irurrll:llh'l"n
|.'.|'.|'|| LI S ETRERENCIT

Sumday altermodan $ program was e meos
comventional: the Schaber, Arensky s Trio No
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and another demonstration of professional
spdomb with 51 lohn, Patlpatanakonn, Pilon.,
Borys, and Cheng giving figd perlormance
{ Schumanmn s Piano Quintet. While the fourth

dmernican Aecord Guide

Summer Solstice Festival ended with music
that appeals to chamber music fans every
where, the trears were the less known repe

toire, some of it written “just vesterday
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