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Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante for
violin and viola has long been a
favourite concerto of mine, and
right from the opening bars of this
wonderful recording it was clear
that here was something very
special. The St. Johns (with Scott
on viola) have been performing
this work in public since they were
12 and 10, and it shows in their

sensitive interpretation; they understand every nuance and clearly think and feel as
one, both when playing together and in the dialogue passages. Just as critical is
the superb contribution of the New York ensemble The Knights under conductor
Eric Jacobsen. The accompaniment is beautifully balanced, warm, articulate and
refined, and Jacobsen’s choice of tempo is perfect. From the majestic opening
Allegro, through the achingly beautiful Andante, to the joyous Presto, this is a
breathtakingly fine performance. The ‘romantic’ element in this concerto is often
over-played, but the performers here never fall into that trap, keeping things
moving and striking exactly the right mood with warm, expansive, but never
overstated playing. I simply can’t imagine a more satisfying recording of this
glorious work.
 
Scott and Lara share the two solo violin concertos included here, Scott playing
No.1, and Lara playing the more popular No.3, The latter features a long and
interesting cadenza in the slow movement that almost seems to look back to the
solo works of Bach. Again, top-notch playing from both soloists, with excellent
accompaniment. The sound quality is superb throughout. An absolutely outstanding
disc.
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