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Wagner: Wesendonck Lieder, Preludes & Overtures 
Measha Brueggergosman, soprano; Cleveland Orchestra, Franz
Welser-Most, conductor
Deutsche Grammophon

Recorded here for posterity is the Cleveland Orchestra's recent all-
Wagner program featuring the sumptuous Wesendonck Songs. As
electrifying on disc as she was in person, Canadian soprano Measha
Brueggergosman is the ideal medium, wielding a forceful, radiant voice
equally capable of nuance and intimacy. Surrounding her thrilling

performances is an uneven but predominantly engaging survey of Wagner's operatic orchestral
music, including selections from "Rienzi," "Lohengrin" and "Der Meistersinger," along with the
great "Liebestod" from "Tristan und Isolde." Grade: A-

Bach: Keyboard Partitas
Vladimir Ashkenazy, piano
Decca

Pianists aren't the only ones with cause to know and love Bach's
keyboard Partitas. All fans of music should relish these six suites
overflowing with invention, character and energy. Especially in these
spirited performances by pianist Ashkenazy, emphasizing the music's
bravura elements: its blazing tempos, bold contrasts and pointed
rhythms. While Ashkenazy sometimes goes too far sustaining an air of
freedom, there's no question he succeeds in conveying Bach at his most
stylish. Grade: A

Mozart: Violin Concerti
Lara St. John, violin; Scott St. John, violin and viola; The Knights,
Eric Jacobsen, conductor
Ancalagon

Talk about a connection. Many artists draw close through music, but
these two are actually related, as brother and sister. And it shows.
Teaming up for Mozart's Sinfonia Concertante, Lara and Scott St. John
deliver an intimate, animated rendition, rounded out by the exceptionally
polished Knights. Playing solo, Scott, a violinist in the St. Lawrence
String Quartet, gives a dashing account of the Violin Concerto No. 1, and
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Lara offers a spicy, individualistic reading of Concerto No. 3. Grade: A 

Great Strauss Scenes
Christine Brewer, soprano; Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, Donald
Runnicles, conductor
Telarc

Fresh from the Art Song Festival at Baldwin-Wallace College, the
acclaimed soprano knocks out some of Strauss' (and 20th-century
opera's) most dramatic and memorable moments, including the
deranged conclusion of "Salome," the Imprisonment Scene from "Die
Frau Ohne Schatten" and the Recognition Scene from "Elektra."
Runnicles and the Atlanta Symphony contribute vivid orchestral
excerpts, but given the power of the soprano's performances, the disc
might as well be called "Great Brewer Scenes." Grade: A

Related topics: Ashkenazy, Brewer, Cleveland Orchestra, Lara St. John
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