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Thursday, August 5, 2010

Mozart: Sinfonia Concertante
(SACD review)
Also, Violin Concertos Nos. 1 and 3. Scott St. John, violin and Viola;
Lara St. John, violin; The Knights. Ancalagon ANC 136.

This is an advance review of the SACD that the
Ancalagon record label will release on October
12. In the meantime, the company made the
music available for download at the iTunes
Music Store on August 3, over two months in
advance. So, if you're really in a hurry, you'll find
it there.

The Sinfonia Concertante, K. 364, from 1779
was the final string concerto Mozart wrote. Siblings Lara and Scott St. John
pair up on violin and viola to perform it, with the chamber ensemble The
Knights providing a lively support. Ancalogon's press release tells us that the
Sinfonia "is rarely recorded in its original form, with the viola part in
scordatura (with open strings tuned a semi-tone higher than standard tuning.
Scott St. John takes up the viola to join his sister on the recording, making
this the first time the Sinfonia Concertante has ever been recorded by
siblings."  Well, close enough: David Oistrakh and his son Igor paired up for a
1963 Decca recording, so at least something like the idea isn't new. What's
really new is the St. Johns' take on the music.

Yes, almost the first thing one notices about all three performances on this
disc is their liveliness, helped by tempos that are quicker than one usually
hears yet never rushed or hurried. Then, too, in the Sinfonia we get a
wonderful interplay between the slightly dominant, higher-pitched violin and
the more-resonant viola, an interplay that is always a delight. The playing by
both soloists is of the utmost refinement and grace, even proceeding through
the movements at as spirited a pace as they do. There is a lovely purity of
tone everywhere enabling the two soloists continually to reinforce one
another.

John's profile and Classical Candor's mission
statement and contact information appear at the
bottom of the page.

Mozart: Sinfonia Concertante (SACD review)
Aug 05, 2010

Mozart: Three Divertimenti for Strings (XRCD
review)
Aug 03, 2010

Mahler: Symphony No. 4 (SACD review)
Aug 02, 2010

Bach: Brandenburg Concertos (CD review)
Aug 01, 2010

Ravel: Orchestral Works (CD review)
Jul 30, 2010

Brahms: Piano Concertos (CD review)
Jul 29, 2010

Mozart: Symphony No. 40 (CD review)
Jul 27, 2010

Wagner: Preludes, Overtures & Lieder (CD
review)
Jul 26, 2010

Naxos to Distribute Compass Records
Jul 25, 2010

Mendelssohn: A Midsummer Night's Dream
(CD review)
Jul 23, 2010

Dukas: The Sorcerer's Apprentice (SACD
review)
Jul 22, 2010

Mahler: Symphony No. 1 (CD review)
Jul 20, 2010

Most-Recent Posts

Share  Report Abuse  Next Blog»

http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/08/mozart-sinfonia-concertante-sacd-review.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_Wy1yW16a0rE/TFpkPZL_HPI/AAAAAAAAAmg/UtOUMzMr-a4/s1600/MozartSinfoniaStJohn.jpg
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/08/mozart-sinfonia-concertante-sacd-review.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/08/mozart-three-divertimenti-for-strings.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/08/mahler-symphony-no-4-sacd-review.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/08/bach-brandenburg-concertos-cd-review.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/ravel-orchestral-works-cd-review.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/brahms-piano-concertos-cd-review.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/mozart-symphony-no-40-cd-review.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/wagner-preludes-overtures-lieder-cd.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/naxos-to-distribute-compass-records.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/mendelssohn-midsummer-nights-dream-cd.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/dukas-sorcerers-apprentice-sacd-review.html
http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/07/mahler-symphony-no-1-cd-review.html
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.blogger.com/next-blog?navBar=true&blogID=4122466599291053884


8/5/10 7:59 PMClassical Candor: Mozart: Sinfonia Concertante (SACD review)

Page 2 of 5http://classicalcandor.blogspot.com/2010/08/mozart-sinfonia-concertante-sacd-review.html

Posted by John J. Puccio  

Labels: Mozart

The St. Johns take their turns as soloists in the Violin Concertos Nos. 1 and
3 (1975), Scott St. John soloing on violin in No. 1 and Lara St. John soloing
in No. 3. Just as important as the sprightly tempos, the smooth, fluid rhythms
contribute to the playing's overall success. You'll find nary an awkward
pause, a faulty interruption, or a questionable change-up in any of the
readings. Everything flows in faultless lines from beginning to end, with a
lighthearted, good-natured air about all of it. I found these among the most-
pleasurable performances I've heard in months of some of the most-
pleasurable music ever written. By comparison, the St. Johns make many
other interpretaters of this music sound positively pedestrian.

Now, far be it from me to contribute to any sibling rivalry by daring to suggest
a favorite here. So just let me assure you that both St. Johns play with
virtuosic confidence and make their instruments sing most eloquently.

Ancalogaon sound engineer Martha de Francisco recorded the music in
multichannel at the Academy of Arts and Letters, New York City, on April 2-4,
2010. The SACD plays back in 5.0 channels on suitable equipment and in
2.0 on a regular CD machine. In the two-channel stereo mode I listened to,
the sound is very clear and clean, without being in any way bright or forward.
There is an excellent focus and definition, with the solo parts relatively close
but never in our laps, the accompaniment well laid out around and behind the
soloists. While there might have been a little more depth involved for my
taste, the left-to-right stereo spread is splendid. This is also an extremely well
balanced recording, with a fine upper bass warmth that never interferes with
midrange transparency.

One oddity, though: The album cover (pictured above) announces the
composer and the players but not a word about what's on the disc. I'm not
sure how good an idea that was.

JJP
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John J. Puccio

I've been listening to classical music all my life, starting with the snippets of classical
music on The Big John and Sparky radio show in the early Fifties and the purchase of my
first recording of classical excerpts around 1956. In the late Sixties I began teaching high
school English and Film Studies as well as becoming interested in hi-fi, my audio
ambitions graduating me from a pair of AR-3 speakers to the Fulton J's recommended by
The Stereophile's J. Gordon Holt. In the early Seventies, I began writing for a number of
audio magazines, including Audio Excellence, Audio Forum, The Boston Audio Society
Speaker, The American Record Guide, and, from 1976 until 2008, The $ensible Sound,
for which I served as Classical Music Editor. Today, I'm retired from teaching and using a
pair of VMPS RM40s. In addition to writing Classical Candor, I serve as the Movie Review
Editor for the Web site DVDTOWN (www.dvdtown.com), and I'm a member of the Online
Film Critics Society (www.ofcs.org). Music and movies. Life couldn't be better.

View my complete profile

About the Author

It is the goal of Classical Candor to promote the enjoyment of classical music. Other
musical forms come and go--minuets, waltzes, ragtime, blues, jazz, bebop, country-
western, rock-'n'-roll, heavy metal, rap, and the rest--but classical music has been around
for hundreds of years and will continue to be around for hundreds more. It's no accident
that every major city in the world has one or more symphony orchestras.

When I was young, I heard it said that only intellectuals could appreciate classical music,
that it required dedicated concentration to appreciate. Nonsense. I'm no intellectual, and
I've always loved classical music. Anyone who's ever seen and enjoyed Disney's Fantasia
or a Looney Tunes cartoon playing Rossini's William Tell Overture or Liszt's Hungarian
Rhapsody No. 2 can attest to the power and joy of classical music, and that's just about
everybody.

So, if Classical Candor can expand one's awareness of classical music and bring more joy
to one's life, more power to it. It's done its job.

Mission Statement

Readers with polite, courteous, helpful letters may send them to pucciojj@gmail.com.

Readers with impolite, discourteous, bitchy, whining, complaining, nasty, mean-spirited,
unhelpful letters may send them to pucciojj@junkmail.com.

Contact Information
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