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GIVING THE POLKA KING A RUN FOR HIS MONEY
Why is Lara St John, a
virtuoso violinist fresh from a
series of well-received
concerts and an acclaimed
new recording of Vivaldi, so
happy about appearing on
the “wurst album of the
year”? 

Since rocketing to fame with
her bracing performances of
Bach, St John has
increasingly strayed from the
traditional canon. Her
furthest detour to date is
surely her membership in
the Polkastra, a seven-piece
oompah band that indulges
enthusiastically in polka-
related puns. In addition to
some furious fiddling, St
John is executive producer of the group’s debut album, “Apolkalypse Now”. 

St John isn’t the only member of the band with serious classical chops; Mark
Timmerman, the bassoonist, is also in the New Jersey Symphony and Yuval Edoot, the
percussionist, has played with the Israel Philharmonic. As one might expect from such
an erudite ensemble, bass notes are supplied not by tuba but contrabassoon, and
Beethoven melodies crop up now and again. Oh, and some songs also feature a
didgeridoo. 

Is this all a bit too clever? Not to these ears. The group attacks the genre with genuine
gusto, evoking the dizzy, sweaty revelry of a Bohemian beer hall. Advance copies of
the recording even encouraged connoisseurs to wonder whether St John and her merry
men would challenge polka king Jimmy Sturr at the next Grammy Awards. Sturr has
won 18 of the past 24 awards for best polka album. Some say that one of the reasons
for assembling St John’s polka supergroup was to knock Sturr off the podium.

It is a shame, then, that last month the Recording Academy announced the cancellation
of the Grammy’s polka category. The move was due to dwindling submissions and “to
ensure the awards process remains representative of the current musical landscape,”
the organisers said. Although this may drain the beer from their barrels, the Polkastra is
still performing a vital service. After all, the world is a happier place when songs end
with a hearty “Hey!” 
    
“Apolkalypse Now,” by the Polkastra, is out on August 11th. The group makes it first
public appearance at Le Poisson Rouge in New York on September 14th. 
 

 

~ JASON KARAIAN
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ARTICLE TOOLS
Email  this page  Printer-friendly version   Delicious   StumbleUpon   Facebook

COMMENTS

P O S T  N E W  C O M M E N T

Your name:

MOST POPULAR MOST COMMENTED

REMEMBERING MERCE – Emily Bobrow
FROM THE DEPT OF AWESOMENESS –
Emily Bobrow
GIVING THE POLKA KING A RUN FOR HIS
MONEY – Jason Karaian
THE SACROSANT FEEL OF "RICEBOY
SLEEPS" – Paul Sullivan
WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS – Molly
Young

more...

INSTRUMENTS FOR CHANGE

THERAPY WITH PAUL MCCARTNEY

DASH SNOW AND "THE GHOUL FACTOR"

"PUBLIC ENEMIES": JUST WHAT THE BANKS
NEED

KING OF POP? ONLY BRIEFLY

HOW TO SAVE A HARDSCRABBLE MILL
TOWN

IN THE BAG

RECLAIMING THE UNION JACK

SHALL WE DANCE?

THE MISSION: LEARNING TO BE A STATUE

WE ARE ALL WRITERS NOW

WE ARE ALL AFRICAN NOW

WHEN NOVELISTS SOBER UP

SHALL WE DANCE?

IN THE BAG

http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/page/contents-summer-2009
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/gallery/hidden-india-1
http://moreintelligentlife.com/readerevent
http://www.larastjohn.com/
http://www.polkastra.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Apolkalypse-Now/dp/B002D4ZNG2
http://jimmysturrhomepage.blogspot.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/05/arts/music/05polk.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/05/arts/music/05polk.html
http://www.amazon.com/Apolkalypse-Now/dp/B002D4ZNG2
http://lepoissonrouge.com/events/artist/513
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/taxonomy/term/53
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/taxonomy/term/197
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/taxonomy/term/50
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/forward?path=node/1954
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/forward?path=node/1954
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/print/1954
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreintelligentlife.com%2Fblog%2Fjason-karaian%2Fgiving-polka-king-run-his-money&title=GIVING+THE+POLKA+KING+A+RUN+FOR+HIS+MONEY
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreintelligentlife.com%2Fblog%2Fjason-karaian%2Fgiving-polka-king-run-his-money&title=GIVING+THE+POLKA+KING+A+RUN+FOR+HIS+MONEY
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreintelligentlife.com%2Fblog%2Fjason-karaian%2Fgiving-polka-king-run-his-money&title=GIVING+THE+POLKA+KING+A+RUN+FOR+HIS+MONEY
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreintelligentlife.com%2Fblog%2Fjason-karaian%2Fgiving-polka-king-run-his-money&title=GIVING+THE+POLKA+KING+A+RUN+FOR+HIS+MONEY
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreintelligentlife.com%2Fblog%2Fjason-karaian%2Fgiving-polka-king-run-his-money&t=GIVING+THE+POLKA+KING+A+RUN+FOR+HIS+MONEY
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreintelligentlife.com%2Fblog%2Fjason-karaian%2Fgiving-polka-king-run-his-money&t=GIVING+THE+POLKA+KING+A+RUN+FOR+HIS+MONEY
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/emily-bobrow/remembering-merce
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/authors/emilybobrow
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/emily-bobrow/dept-awesomeness
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/authors/emilybobrow
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/authors/jason-karaian
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/paul-sullivan/sacrosant-feel-riceboy-sleeps
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/paul-sullivan/sacrosant-feel-riceboy-sleeps
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/authors/paul-sullivan
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/molly-young/cindy-sherman-vogue
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/authors/molly-young
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/authors/molly-young
http://moreintelligentlife.com/blog

http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/instruments-change
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/daniel-arizona/paul-mccartneys-catharsis-delivery-mechanism
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/emily-bobrow/dash-snow-and-ghoul-factor
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/corbin-hiar/no-hats-no-hoods-john-dillinger-rises
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/corbin-hiar/no-hats-no-hoods-john-dillinger-rises
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/tim-de-lisle/king-pop-only-briefly
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/nancy-barnes/mass-moca-10
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/nancy-barnes/mass-moca-10
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/artview/bag
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/matthew-sweet/reclaiming-union-jack
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/cornelia-rudat/shall-we-dance
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/will-smith/mission-learning-be-statue
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/anne-trubek/we-are-all-writers-now
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/jm-ledgard/exodus
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/cornelia-rudat/shall-we-dance
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/artview/bag


GIVING THE POLKA KING A RUN FOR HIS MONEY | More Intelligent Life

http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/blog/jason-karaian/giving-polka-king-run-his-money[27/07/2009 22:37:34]

HOME  LIFESTYLE  ARTS  IDEAS  PLACES  ABOUT  SUBSCRIBE  PRIVACY POLICY  CONTACT US  ADVERTISE  RSS FEED

Intelligent Life | Copyright © The Economist Newspaper Limited 2009 | All rights reserved | Disclaimer | Terms and conditions | Intelligent Life magazine FAQs

E-mail:

The content of this field is kept private and will not be shown publicly.

Homepage:

Subject:

Comment: *

Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically. Allowed HTML tags: <a>
<em> <strong> <cite> <code> <ul> <ol> <li> <dl> <dt> <dd> Lines and paragraphs break
automatically.
More information about formatting options

 

I've been sober for 14 years and enjoy
reading novels from sober writers like
Elmore Leonard. Or a least writers that are
not miserably depressed drunks like

Hemingway. Reading Hemingway made me very
depressed and you can feel his misery in his writing
...

Alan Beattie's economic history: Whistle-stop
tour

Andrew Roberts on the second world war: The
road to hell

Richard Dawkins under fire: Ready, aim, miss

Frances Perkins: A life of labour

Valery Gergiev's “Ring”: Caucasian circle

Correction: Yuri Zhivago

WHAT WAS THE MOST
IMPORTANT YEAR OF ALL TIME?
Vote for one of the years advocated by our writers,
or choose your own.

 5BC: Jesus's birth

 1204: Christianity split by Crusades

 1439: Gutenberg's press

 1776: United States is born

 1791: Telegraph and Morse code are
invented

 1944: Modern ideological warfare takes off

 1945: Nazism falls, bomb dropped, new
world order

 1953: DNA is discovered

 1989: Berlin wall falls

 1990: Nelson Mandela is released

 2009: Copenhagen climate summit: last
chance?

 (write-in)

Write-in vote:

http://moreintelligentlife.com/
http://moreintelligentlife.com/lifestyle
http://moreintelligentlife.com/arts
http://moreintelligentlife.com/ideas
http://moreintelligentlife.com/places
http://moreintelligentlife.com/about
http://www.economistsubscriptions.com/il
http://www.economist.com/about/privacy.cfm
http://moreintelligentlife.com/feedback
http://ads.economist.com/
http://moreintelligentlife.com/rss.xml
http://www.economist.com/help/DisplayHelp.cfm?folder=663377
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/node/32
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/node/33
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/about
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/filter/tips
http://moreintelligentlife.com/readeroffer
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober#comment-10535
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober#comment-10535
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober#comment-10535
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober#comment-10535
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober#comment-10535
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober#comment-10535
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/content/tom-shone/when-novelists-sober#comment-10535
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14082073&fsrc=rss
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14082073&fsrc=rss
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14082081&fsrc=rss
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14082081&fsrc=rss
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14082089&fsrc=rss
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14082097&fsrc=rss
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14082105&fsrc=rss
http://www.economist.com/books/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14038311&fsrc=rss
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://moreintelligentlife.com/story/anni-mirabiles-5bc
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/anni-mirabiles-1204
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/anni-mirabiles-1439
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://moreintelligentlife.com/story/anni-mirabiles-1791
http://moreintelligentlife.com/story/anni-mirabiles-1944
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://www.moreintelligentlife.com/story/what-was-most-important-year-ever
http://www.economist.com/books

	moreintelligentlife.com
	GIVING THE POLKA KING A RUN FOR HIS MONEY | More Intelligent Life


	thLWtpbmctcnVuLWhpcy1tb25leQA=: 
	form3: 
	mail: Newsletter sign-up
	op: 


	thLWtpbmctcnVuLWhpcy1tb25leQA=: 
	form1: 
	q: SEARCH
	Search this site: go: 
	name: Visitor
	mail: 
	homepage: 
	subject: 
	comment: 
	op: 
	op_(1): 


	thLWtpbmctcnVuLWhpcy1tb25leQA=: 
	form7: 
	choice: 11
	writein_choice: 
	op: 




