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GREG STEPANICH
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September 16, 2007

MORE MUSICIANS GO THE DOWNLOAD ROUTE

In the mail last week came a new recording of the six Bach sonatas and partitas for solo violin, this
time in a performance by the Canadian violinist Lara St. John. This is an advance copy on her new

label, Ancalagon, and the two-disc set won't be out for a couple more weeks.

But it is available on iTunes right now, a maneuver I'm seeing more and more frequently these days.
Newsweek had a nice piece by Alexandra Seno the other week about how well the digital age is

working out for classical music:

Classical music has proved to be ideal for the digital-music era. The complex and subtle nature of the
recordings makes them tough to pirate; the classical customer is technologically savvy and more
likely to buy in bulk, and the viral nature of the Net has allowed the music to be heard by new
audiences, fueling overall sales.

St. John sounds terrific on these pieces, playing with big colors, intense interpretations, and in
several cases, dazzling speed. Her tempos throughout are on the fast side, which | like, and she
does memorable things with her performance like opening the D major of the big Chaconne from the
Second Partita with a hushed, almost defeated sound, before building up again to the end. I've only
listened to the two discs once all the way through, but I'll audit them a couple more times in the next

few days for a print review.

She’ll be in town next month playing Piazzolla with the Miami Symphony at the Knight Center. In the

meantime, here’s a funny essay from her Website that offers advice about trying to pass yourself off

as a Canadian.

When a well-known violinist like St. John decides to go the independent route, offering the music in
download first, and then issuing discs on her own label, it's even more clear that this truly is the way
today classical musicians are trying to communicate.
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Comments

v adwvertisement w

2007 SUBARU

IMPREZA 2.5i

Lease For $1 89 / $0 Down*

*Plus tax & inceptions/42 mo.
Lease/Max 10K miles per year

See dealer for details.

A

2102 South Federal Highway,
Delray Beach, FL 33483
(866) 422-8019

Hot Condos & Townhouses

Singer Island
$375,000 2/2.5 Condo, (954) 253-8877

South Palm Beach
$320,000 2/2 Condo, (561) 714-8274

West Palm Beach
$189,000 2/2 Condo, (561) 906-1800

Sebastian
$319,900 3/2 Condo, (772) 388-8699

Greenacres
$115,000 2/2 Condo, (561) 906-8545

View All Hot Condos & Townhouses

Specials & Deals
Search the latest entertainment

o »-\.rel(akl'_yr e
e : entiertiainment
Entertainment e-mail
C Dining
c Coupons Sign up for the latest

on events, movies
and dining out FREE

' SEARCH | every Thursday.
Celoslec il or: Browse Ads | All y Y

9/23/2007 1:24 PM




More musicians go the download route | Greg Stepanich http://www.pal mbeachpost.com/bl ogs/content/shared-bl ogs/pal mbeach/s...

‘ Post a comment

Name: Remember personal info?

| CYes ®No

Email Address:

s

URL:

S

Comments:

Preview | Post |

=i
EMAIL PACE Search: Find It Fast

PRINT PAGE | Events | Movies | TV

iQi'POPULAR @ Site/web Restaurants | Horoscopes
PAGES Personals | Site Map

o Yellow Pages
5 SUBSCRIBE

Events | Restaurants | Music | Recreation | Getaways | TGIF | Movies | Bars & Clubs | Arts | Attractions | TV | More
Copyright © 2007, The Palm Beach Post. All rights reserved.

By using PalmBeachPost.com, you accept the terms of our visitor agreement. Please read it.
Contact PalmBeachPost.com | Privacy Policy | Advertise with The Post

NEWSPAPERS

20f 2 9/23/2007 1:24 PM



